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THE BIG NON-ISSUE FOR FALL ‘73: 
Hemlines 

Hemlines still hover at the knee, in U. S. Fall 
RTW collections, as FI goes to press (although 
Diane von Furstenberg shows some two or 
three inches above the knee, and some mid or 
below calf lengths in Halston’s fur coats for 
Dan Grossman). 


Mood Music: 

Seventh Ave. Fall collections were trotted out 
to old Fanny Brice records ... to old Fred 
Astaire records ... even Marlene Dietrich 
singing her famed German songs from the 
Blue Angel ... Are they trying to tell us 
something? Yes, they are. Some clothes were 
worn with long ropes of pearls and with silver 
fox fur pieces ... one two, even three-skins 
long. 


The Important Looks 

The shawl-collared coatsweater costume 
(reaffirmed in Fall collections shown after 
FI’s May report of early-Fall), over-collared 
and cuffed with fur, or not; the blouson — in 
battlejackets and dresses, but more often in 
hip or below-hip jackets (Anne Klein), even 
when it’s in mink or other fur (Adri), even in 
bloused suits (Maurice Antaya for Company 
5, others); and the shirt jacket — in suits, also 
in coordinates, always in a limp fabric, often 
unlined and worn open. 





The Particulars: 

Sweaters — bulky coatsweaters ala 1925, over 
dresses, blouses or other sweaters — sweater 
coats — sweater dresses with patch pockets. 
Zip fronts everywhere — on dresses and tunics 
(David Crystal), overblouses, even on mink 
blousons. Contrasting bindings — on Ultra- 
suede (with hand-bound buttonholes, Vera 
Maxwell), on coatsweaters, where they lend a 
dressier, more citified look (Anne Klein, 
Richard Assatly for Ginala/Ginessa), Contrast- 
ing motifs (Kasper, Ginori). Pleats — knife, 
box, unpressed box pleat panels. 
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The Details: 


Yoke Tops, all around or just in back, give a 
rich dressmaker look to coats and dresses 
everywhere. Smocking appears again and 
again; to blouse the waistline, sometimes also 
the cuffs, of limp fabric dresses. And that 
most graceful of necklines, the Cowl Drape, 
now foolproof because it’s part of a bias-cut 
set-in yoke, appears often enough to suggest a 
trend. Sleeves — raglans, newly angled in 
front, and welted, lend a distinctive touch in 
many collections; bloused bishop’s sleeves are 
seen, and most shirtsleeves are now lightly 
gathered into the cuff. Standout: loose open 
sleeves over contrasting, tight gauntlets, 
beautifully done (Ronald Amey). 





Coats, Capes: 
The standouts: 2-faced coats (Jim Baldwin), 


reversible (Leamond Deane for Towncliffe). 
Capes — unlined (Adri, Gino Paoli), 2-faced 





(Gloria Sachs, Harvey McLemore for Praino), 


reversible (Kasper, others). 


Dress Silhouettes: 

Tents, chemises (Pat Sandler, many others) — 
waisted and unwaisted belteds. 2-Piece 
dresses, often with low skirt pleats (on a 
camisole even in medium prices). Pantsuits are 
still shown. 


The Fabrics: 
Costly Cashmere — even in $100 leotards 


(Bonnie Cashin’s new Knittery), pants (Calvin 


Klein, Cashin); sweaters (Cashin), bloused 
tops (Hazel Haire for Friedricks Sport); 
dresses (Chester Weinberg), double-faced 
cashmere coats (Originala). BUT — cloud-soft 
cashmere knits at piggy bank prices (Victor 
Costa for Suzy Perette), and rib-knit cashmere 
trim on matching jersey dresses (Vera 
Maxwell). Flannel — most often in elephant 
gray, but also in camel — knitted flannel (Leo 
Narducci— Ambiance) — gray flannel 
embroidered with white dots (Perette). Soft, 
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ACCESSORIES ARE SHAPING UP 
FOR FALL ’'73 
And shape is a key factor 


Costume Jewelry: 

Draw a bead on beads for Fall — in opaque or 
pearlized plastic (Alexis Kirk) — enameled or 
marbleized glass (YSL) — tortoise and gold 
(Napier) — silver or colored beads (KJL). 
They will dominate the jewelry picture in 
long ropes (36” and 42”), in such R-T-W 
colors as wine, dark green, camel, rust, alone 
or in two- and three-color combinations. 
Chains — _ still strong, but new when 
gold-bronze-gunmetal-silver are mixed; or 
when delicate, flat chains of square links are 
massed, or nested. Pendants — huge gilt bead 
or teardrops — shapely geometric designs 
(Judith Leiber) — important looking sculpted 
motifs, most graceful when two interlocking 
portions are hinged on a common bar for 
flexibility. Standouts: Pendants on a chunky 
necklace that can be lengthened by hitching 
the matching bracelet to it (Monet). Earrings — 
big chunky buttons, or big flat buttons 
(Trifari). Bracelets — big, bold cuffs, open at 
back, in two-textured gold or colored plastic 
either solid or two-tone — or wear narrow 
cobra bracelets in sets of three, combining 
two colors, perhaps add a metal bracelet to 
them (Alexis Kirk). 








Handbags: 

Shoulder straps everywhere, but usually 
convertible to top handles. Shapes range from 
soft, flat bags to clutch, to hobo shoulder 
bags to classic satchel that is firm but not 
rigid — all with lots of outer pockets. Even 
large envelopes have outer pockets, zip top. 
Suedes, and printed leathers, in dark R-T-W 
tones; metalized leather (bronze, copper, 
gunmetal, etc.) strong. Standouts: bracelet 
strap on clutch bag, for easy carrying (Morris 
Moskowitz); washable Velvasuede, in eight 
lush tones, shown in pouches trimmed with 
braids of matching crochet, in reticules with 
jeweler’s clasp frames, chain straps, crocheted 
gussets and elegant leather or patent trimmed 
city-bags in antelope Velvasuede (Walborg). 


Belts: 
Often narrow — metal buckles are large ovals 
or rectangles — often two-toned leather, 


suede, lizard, calf in dark hues — braided 
leather (Colony) — chain belts now come in 
mixed metals. 


INNER WEAR GOES “OUT” — FALL ’73 
As the Intimate Apparel market reaches out, 
more and more, to R-T-W-related styling, it 
becomes an important resource for garments 
to wear in or out of the home — at generally 
very favorable prices. 


Bodysuits, Body Shirts, Body Sweaters: 

shown with their own cardigan, as sweater 
sets (C. Dior, Stan Herman for Youthcraft) — 
woven printed body shirts — Qiana body 
shirts everywhere — cowl draped (see FI’s Fall 
R-T-W report in this issue) on a set-in yoke, 
and raglan sleeves (very important) on Orlon 
knit body suit (Berkshire) — just for starters. 


Jumpsuits — for lounging: 
with a halter neck (Donald Brooks for 


Maidenform) — velours jumpsuit with elas- 
ticized waist and jogger pantslegs (Fernando 
Sanchez). 


Quilted Robes have new look: 

with front zipper, and lace appliques 
(Vassarette) — dark green brushed nylon 
trimmed with pale green quilting (Vanity 
Fair). 


For Evenings, In or Out: 

and who’s to say which is which? Such as a 
decollete long “gown” in brilliant orange 
matte jersey, or a long sleeved one in panné 
velvet, plus brilliant velours robes that will 
surely be worn as long evening coats over 
gowns (all by John Kloss for Cira). Standout: 
a white floor length cardigan sweater 
robe/coat retailing for $35 and washable 
(Formfit Rogers)! 


Here, there, everywhere — in shoes 

In Rome: Tourists will probably still buy flat 
sandals, but Roman customers want variations 
of the Scandinavian sabot — platforms of cork 
or rope, but less exaggerated this year — or 
espadrilles, newest in vivid satin with rope 
soles. Platform sandals in bright kid with high 
straight heels are the big dressy style. 








In London: clogs are now replaced by canvas 
espadrilles and canvas slingbacks. 


Chanel Lives On In U. S. 

A consistent best seller reported by New York 
and other big-city stores is again the famed 
Chanel sling with the black patent toe. But 
now this 10-year old classic is also being 
bought in closed pumps, in slingback wedgies 
and set on a variety of shallow platforms, all 
at top shoe prices. Many stores have ordered 
it in other-than-bone colors for Fall. 


NEW FASHION SHOWPLACE 

COMING IN CHICAGO 

Ground breaking is scheduled later this month 
for The Apparel Center, expected to be the 
largest concentration of apparel and acces- 
sories ever exhibited under one roof; an 
estimated 4,000 lines of women’s and 
children’s apparel and accessories on 14 floors 
of permanent showroom space (already 70% 
spoken for). Included: a 500-room hotel, a 
150,000 square foot exhibition hall and 
parking facilities for 4,400 cars. Expected 
completion: mid-1975; conveniently located 
just four walking blocks from the Water 
Tower Place complex now a-building on 
North Michigan Avenue (adjacent to John 
Hancock Center). Situated directly across the 
street from the Merchandise Mart, which is 
the sponsor. For leasing and other informa- 
tion, write Mr. Harry Finkel, Room 830, The 
Merchandise Mart, Chicago, Ill. 60654. 


SAY “SAH-MINK,” FOR SAMINK 

That’s the preferred pronunciation of this new 
mutation with the luxe look of sable, but the 
legendary durability of mink, reported in FI’s 
April issue. Still rare, there are only enough 
skins to make 120 coats this year. 


FI'S REPORT FROM FRANKFURT 
INTERSTOFF SPRING-SUMMER ’74 

Our reporters found a profusion of ideas... 
the big message: prints. Interesting, perhaps 
prophetic, the pseudo-solids, fabrics whose 
solid-seeming grounds are covered with 
minuscule patterns, tiny, barely visible spots, 
marbleized patterns. Highlights: shattered 
mirror effects with broken lines, shifting 
bands. Geometrics, especially in mixed 
patterns ... cubes, pen-and-ink sketches, 
semi-circles, rectangles or other motifs set 
into checks, many in three dimensional 
effects. 











Standouts: The imagination is unleashed with 
humor or romanticism, in prints of teacups 
coffee makers world maps 
animals, and birds in flight ... cigarettes, 
pencils, movie posters fashion figure 
engravings ... Dufy watercolor reproduc- 
tions ... lush exotic fruits, flora, fauna, and 

more. 


The Fabrics: Coarse, country textures look 
important — but so do lightweight sheers, 
especially printed voiles, Indian cottons, 
muted-look shirtings. Sophisticated fabrics — 
fagonné crepes, lightweight tone-on-tone 
jacquard crepes, damasks. Add such cottons 
as poplin, seersucker, cotton satin, gabardine 
and serge. Slubbed wovens of the Dupioni 
type — metallic knits. 





The Colors: Some novel approaches here to 


the warm weather months: green, bottle or 


almond ... deep yellow and pale ... bois de 
POSE) Wu). rachel, both: heht) and dark ::.’., 
reddish brown and other spice tones ... 
mauve ... wine, vermillion. 


Coming up in Fl 
. Furs Fall-Winter ’73, U.S.A. 


. Men’s and Boys’ Wear 
. Montreal Mode 


. Clothes for evening wear 





(continued from page 1) 


limp knits — many in acrylic (Howard 
Lawrence for Maisonette) — fluid and 
drapable stretch-matte jersey, heralding the 
incoming comfort field (Robert David 
Morton). Donegal tweeds, herringbone, 
checks, gabardines, loden. Printed velveteens 
and challis everywhere, dresses (Praino), even 
in raincoats (Max Adler for Count Romi). 
Rainwear especially interesting — rain poncho 
and pants in Loden green (Giorgini), rain 
sportswear with an English country look, rain 
repellent jacket, shirt and pants (Evelyn Sini 
for Miquette, div. of Abe Schrader). 


The Colors: 

Winter White — beige-to-browns with camel 
leading — rust (henna, brick, terra cotta) — 
coral, bois de rose, ashes of roses, wine — the 
dark grays — soft blues — lots of greens: dark 
forest and bottle, Loden and grotto, also new 
grass — and blacks for big and little evenings. 








A “MUST SEE” IN PARIS 

The long-awaited Chinese Exposition is on 
until Sept. 2 at Le Petit Palais. It’s called 
“Trésors d’Art Chinois,” includes many 
extraordinary objets-d’art: the flying horse in 
bronze — jade burial suit sewn with gold 
thread — pottery — exquisite fabric frag- 
ments, and more. As you leave, look into the 
little room of “‘Odilon Redon,” where studies 
of flowers, plants, bouquets and butterflies 
are inspirational. 


NEW FABRIC FINDS IN LONDON 

These two recently-opened home furnishings 
shops offer many ideas that can be adapted to 
RTW fabrics: 


Designers Guild. 277 King’s Road. They 
design their own fabrics, wallpapers. 


The Fabric Shop. 6 Cale Street, S. W. 3 (off 
King’s Road). 


WHERE TO GO, AND WHEN 
(If you’re going over) 


June 
19-22 — Milan — Euro-Tricot Knit Fair 


July 
14-19 — Rome — Fall-Winter Couture 
17 — London — Hardy Amies Couture 


23-28 — Paris — Fall-Winter Couture 


August 


24-26 — Cologne — Int’l Men’s Fashions 
25-29 — Offenbach — Leather Goods Show 
26-29 — Frankfurt — Int’l Fall Fair — Gifts 


September 
2-10 — Paris — Jewelry, Gold, Silver Clock 
Ware Gift Week 
5-10 — Paris — Commercial Art Work 
Shops 
6-9 — Cologne — Lingerie, Swimwear Fair 


8-11 — Paris — Int’] Leather Week 
8-11 — Paris — Men’s Wear Show (S.E.H.M.) 
9-12 — Dusseldorf — IGEDO Fashion Fair 
15-18 — Paris — Children’s Fashions 
15-19 — Lisbon — Portugal’s Fashion Fair 
(Filmoda 3) 
21-25 — Berlin — Overseas Import Fair 


October 


6-9 — Lyon — Furnishings Market 

7-11 — Munich — Int’] Fashion Fair 
13-15 — Cologne — Int’! Children’s Fashions 
14-17 — Florence — R-T-W Showings 
14-23 — Berlin — Int’l Fashion Fair 
20-25 — Paris — R-T-W Showings 
25-27 — London — British Fashion Fair 
26-30 — Dusseldorf — IGEDO Fashion Fair 
28-Nov. | — Paris — Decorating Exhibition 


November 


10-18 — Paris — Photography, Cinema, 
Optical Exhibition 
20-23 — Frankfurt — Interstoff Fabrics Fair 
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